
 

 
 

 
23 May 2017 
 
 
Dear Leonians and Friends of the College 
 
St Leo’s Centenary Year celebrations have proven to be hugely popular and underline the pride and 
affection Leonians have for the College. The interest in the College Centenary Ball has been no 
different – at 9:00 on Wednesday 19 April, the College released 1070 Ball tickets and had sold all of 
them by 9:07.   
 
Our research, premised upon the experiences of larger UQ Colleges hosting their respective 
Centenary Balls pointed to St Leo’s almost filling the Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre’s Plaza 
Ballroom in its 1000-seat configuration. As we now all know, demand for tickets overwhelmed what 
this configuration could deliver. Our options at the BCEC were also limited in terms of gaining more 
space as the next alternative was a seating capacity which was far larger and one we would have 
been unlikely to fill.  
 
To assist those Leonians and their guests who missed out on tickets, I asked the St Leo’s Students’ 
Club to forego some of the tickets they would otherwise have sold to Executives from other UQ 
colleges, and they did so. I also requested the BCEC to reconfigure the dance floor, and again, we 
were able to create more table space. 
 
You’ll appreciate budgeting and planning for the Centenary Ball were each premised upon the BCEC 
Plaza Ballroom and that once the College committed to the BCEC it became logistically impossible for 
us to relocate the Ball to a bigger auditorium within Brisbane.  
 
I am acutely aware some 200 Leonians and their guests have missed out on tickets to our Centenary 
Ball and that these people might still like the opportunity to reunite with their friends at a venue 
nearby the Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre on the night of Saturday, 29 July.  
 
With the assistance of the 1999 Social Convenor, Mark Pigram, the College has negotiated a food and 
drinks’ package at The Charming Squire, an elegant restaurant and function centre within the 
Southbank entertainment precinct – a matter of 100 metres from the BCEC’s Grey Street entrance. By 
attending The Squire those Leonians who were unable to secure first round Ball tickets will still have 
the opportunity to catch up and reunite with their friends nearby the venue. The Charming Squire will 
become the official pre-Ball meeting place and all current and returning Leonians and their guests can 
spend time together before the Centenary Ball begins at 6:30pm in the Plaza Ballroom.  
 
The following is an outline of The Charming Squire event: 
 five hours’ drinks from 6:30-11:30pm to replicate those hours of service at the BCEC function ($72.00); 

 Canapes, finger food and cocktail food ($28.00); 

 College Centenary gifts ($25.00). 

 
 



 

 
 

 
My thanks to each of those Leonians who has taken the time to furnish the College with constructive 
critique of the work we have done in bringing the Centenary Ball to fruition. This Ball will be the 
single biggest gathering of Leonians and friends of the College of all time and it will be historic. I do 
though want everyone to feel included and involved and hope that on the night of 29 July we might 
all stand in the light of the College and celebrate as one, whether at the Ballroom or The Charming 
Squire.  
 
To avail yourself of a ticket to The Charming Squire event, could I please ask that you: 
 
1. Email the College by COB Monday 19 June indicating your willingness to purchase a ticket or tickets at a 

price of  $125.00 per ticket; 

2. Advise the College in that same email the names and contact details of the Leonians and guests for whom 

you are purchasing tickets; 

 
The College will work through the 200 names of those Leonians and guests who missed out on a Ball 
ticket in the email order in which the requests for Ball tickets arrived.  
 
I encourage anyone going to the Ball to drop into The Charming Squire to catch up with those people 
attending The Squire event before heading up to the Plaza Ballroom. We’re hopeful all of the AV 
entertainment in the Ballroom will screen in The Squire and that the Chair, Head of College and 2017 
Students’ Club President will also visit The Squire in the course of the night.  
 
I look forward to seeing as many Leonians as possible on the night of 29 July and to sharing with our 
entire community a night of celebration and reunion.  
 
With best wishes 

 
____________ 
Stephen Foley 
Head of College & Chief Executive 
St Leo’s College 
Within the University of Queensland 
 
 
 
 


